THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
to the glare, they realized that the Red Van was not going
forward. Somebody was secretly applying the brake.
On 15 July 1929, a few weeks after taking office, Mac-
Donald made a pronouncement about Russia that astounded
his Labour supporters. It had always been the policy of the
Labour Party that Russia should not be made a pariah among
the nations, but should be given her proper status as an
independent sovereign State and treated in a friendly and
neighbourly way. MacDonald had a fear-complex with regard
to Russia. His sentiments towards the Soviet Republic approxi-
mated more to the Tory than to the Socialist. Mr. Smithers
asked the Prime Minister in the Commons whether he still
adhered to the statement of principles which he had laid down
in his note on the Zinoviev letter ; and whether, before making
an agreement as to the resumption of diplomatic relations with
the Soviet Government, he would take steps to satisfy the
House that, in accordance with his statement of principle, those
undertakings could be carried out both in the letter and in the
spirit and that the Soviet Government had the power to carry
out any such agreement. MacDonald referred the estimable
Mr. Smithers back to the debate on 2 July, but Mr. Smithers
was not to be side-tracked, and, when further pressed to say
if he still adhered to that statement of principles, the Prime
Minister replied : * Certainly.'
There was a murmur of amazement on the Labour benches
when that most alarming reply was given. All remembered
the stupid way in which the Red Letter had been-handled
in 1924, and many suspected MacDonald of treachery at the
time. Indeed, it was the mishandling of that letter that led
Mrs. Philip Snowden, now Viscountess Snowden, to character-
ize MacDonald as the worst leader any political party ever
had. That MacDonald, after sending an insulting note of
protest to Russia against the letter which has since been declared
to be a forgery, should now solemnly state that that abusive
note of 1924 embodied the principles which were to govern the
resumption of our relations with Russia, was one of the first
indications that the Party received of MacDonald's political
policy. There was another side to this incident, a personal
side. That is the fact that MacDonald should have answered
this question at all. As a Foreign Office question, it should have
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